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LABOUR RELATIONS The Labour Relations Committee meets in 
COMMITTEE Vancouver on the third Thursday of each 
month. Each member of the committee acts 
as BCLA delegate to the Trades and Labour 
Council of either Victoria or Vancouver, New Westminster and 
district. Both these councils meet twice a month. 


At the last meeting of the Victoria 
council, it was suggested that the executive consider the 
possibility of setting up a small collection of the books 
and pamphlets most likely to be of use to their members. 


The Labour Statesman is published by the 
Vancouver, New Westminster and district Trades and Labour Council. 
The December issue contains a review of Fast's "American"; 
and the editor received favourably the offer of the committee 
to review each month some book of interest to labour, which 
is to be found in the public libraries. Suggestions from 
BCLA members as to books which might be reviewed are sought 
by the committee. Book reviews will also be welcomed, subject 
to editing by the committee. 





BCLA members will be interested to note 
that the Canadian Library Association has set up a Trades 
Union committee, with Mr. C. K. Morrison as one of its members, 





REPORTS FROM New Westminster Public Library 
LIBRARIES 





This library as BCLA representative 

receives the Music Library Association's 

"Notes". Anyone who desires to borrow 
these may do so. 


OKANAGAN UNION LIBRARY 





The Okanagan Union Library has taken on 
a larger territory since the last issue of the Bulletin. The 
Cameron Report has affected the Union Library Districts as 
well as the school districts and in the case of Salmon Arm 
has brought in about 24 more schools and their communities 
into the library. Five new districts have been brought in to 
the library in the south end of the valley, with still another 
municipality the size of Kelowna. This will bring the population 
served by this library up from 23,384 to approximately 40,000 


Prince George 





From Miss Jeannette Sargent comes the 
following report: 


The new library for the Public Library 
Commission branch at Prince George is at a promising stage 
although at present work is suspended as necessary material 
is not obtainable. We have no high hopes for an early move but 





« i« 


as we can see the new building from our present library quarters 
our courage is sustained. 


Provincial Library 





Attending the Seattle dinner compliment- 
ing Dr. Luther Evans, Librarian of Congress, were Mr. W. E. 
Ireland, Provincial Librarian and Mr. C. McNamee, President 
of the B. C. Le. Aw of the staff of the Provincial Library. 


Mr. W. E. Ireland, Provincial Librarian 
and Archivist was guest speaker at a meeting of the Association 
of Patrons and Friends of the University of ie ge Library held 
in Eugene on November 2, 1946, and at the Annual Meeting of the 
Oregon Historical Society held in Portland on October 26th. 

He also took occasion to sit in on several of the sessions of 
the Pacific Northwest Writers Conference then meeting at 
Reed College, Portland. 


Plans have been approved by the 
Provincial Government for the completion of an additional 
portion of the stock facilities of the Provincial Library. 
Approximately 16,000 cubic fect of additional steel stocking 
will be provided in two floors at an estimated expenditure of 


$25,000.00 





PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION 
News Items for B.C.L.A. BULLETIN 








Slow progress is to be reported in — 
building operations in the frozen north. The Prince George 
building has got as far as the current obstacle of electrical 
installation. Peace River Branch is now temporarily accommodated 
in one-third of an army hut that does not require thawing out 
every morning. The Branch has at last acquired a one-ton 
truck and has hopes of tires in the near future. In the mean- 
time school libraries are gradually spreading through the 
District, thanks to assistance in logistics from the school 


authorities. 


Statistics for the Open Shelf continue to 
register increased use of this service by readers scattered 
hither and yon over the mountains and valleys and islands of the 
Province. The biggest increase has been in the recently 
authorized circulation of children's books. The need of this 
service is well indicated by the report from a teacher in a 
west coast port to the effect that her pupils had, by October, 
read all the books in the travelling library supplied from 
Victoria, and were thereafter depending on the facilities of 


the Open Shelf. 
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Recent inspection of the library of the 
infirmary at Mount St. Mary, Victoria, revealed great satisfaction 
on the part of patients and staff in the use of the augmented 

pook collection. Administration is under the direction of one 

of the Sisters who is assisted by two patients. It is expected 

that the circulation of books, however, will be a special 

interest of a Women's Auxiliary that is planned for the institution. 
This procedure has worked very well in the Provincial Infirmary 

at Marpole. The latter institution is making arrangements 

to have its library moved from an unsatisfactory location in 

the basement to pleasant and commodious quarters in the 

recreational room. Accessions to the book collection wait 
completion of new book-cases. The objective of coordinating 

library service under an institutional librarian is not being 
overlooked. 


. Librarians in the British Columbia 
Civil Service were re-classified as of October 1, 1946, and 
salaries were increased as follows:- 


Minimum 
Certificate 
Classification Required Salary Range 











Sub-Junior Library Assistant Grade III $1,200-1,500 
Junior Library Assistant Grade II 1,440-1,740 
Senior Library Assistant Grade I 1,620-1, 920 
Cataloger Grade I 1,860-2,280 
Branch Librarian Grade I 1,980-2,400 
Superintendent Grade I 3,000-3,600 


Annual increments are, in general, $60 per year. In addition to 
the salary, a cost-of-living bonus, varying from $13.43 to 
919.93 per month, is applicable to the first 5 categories. 





University of British Columbia Library 





DEPOSITORY The news that the Library of Congress will 
CATALOGUE henceforth print all cards in book forn, 
and cumulate entries after the fashion of 

* the Cc. B. I., was hailed with delight by 
the Cataloguing Department. of the University Library, as this 
meant that the interminable filing of cards that was necessary 
to keep the Depository Catalogue up to date will at least come 
to an end. Some years ago the number of new cards received each 
year did not exceed 40,000, but recently nearly twice that 
number have arrived, and the task of keeping abreast of the 
filing has been a difficult one. 
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on January 1, 1947, nearly half a million cards were filed in the 
supplement to the es tar te st | Catalogue proper - that is, the 
card supplement to the Catalogue that was reproduced in the 


printed edition of the Library of Congress cards. 


The Library plans to subscribe for three 
copies of the current cards in printed form, and even so the change 
will save many hundreds of dollars each year. 


NEW Actual construction of the addition to 
BUILD ING the University Library commenced late in 

October. Excavating has now been 

completed, and some of the forms for the 
foundation are in place. The contractors hope to have part of the 
building at least ready for use by October, unless serious delays 
occur in the delivery of building materials. The addition will 
considerably more than double the size of the Library. 


Vancouver Public Library 





The Library in cooperation with the 
University of British Columbia and night schools is planning 
a Great Books program for the fall of 1947. Mr. Mayer of the 
University of Chicago Extension Department will arrive in 
Vancouver on January 23rd to conduct the first of a ten week 
course of instruction in leadership of directed reading 


groups. 


The Library Board instructed the 
architectural firms building the branch libraries to proceed 
with working drawings for same. It is hoped that construction 
will begin in the early spring and be completed by early fall. 


Extensive moves are being made in the 
present main library, which has acquired considerable space in 
the Old City Hall building where the bindery and reading room 
were moved. 








Highlights of the Mid Winter Conference 





Of the innumerable meetings I attended-- 
and I assure you I went to them from breakfast in the morning 
until midnight--three stand out, and in a way seem, to be linked-- 
Mr. Robert Blakeley's talk to the group on adult education, 
the general session on atomic energy and finally Mr. Milam's 
report on UNESCO, which not only informed us of what resolutions 
were passed, but by implication, indicated what librarians 
should be doing. 


Fundamentally I believe that the quotation 
"Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of 
men that the defences of peace must be constructed" could be 
said to underly each one of these talks, so different in them- 
selves. 


Mr. Blakeley, an outstanding newspaper 
man and gifted speaker, who had served with the American forces 
in the Far East, said that the major problem of today is how to 
solve our differences without recourse to war, warned us that 


war is merely a continuation of politics by other means and 
or ected 


representatives very closely and critically and to make known 
our desires clearly. He thought one of our great needs is for 
education to convey human values through technical subjects. 

The library, and librarians, informal and critical public now. 


It would be impossible to condense into 
a few lines a hard hitting and obviously deeply felt address, 
which was an excellent preamble to the general session the next 
evening on atomic energy. 


Like many of you perhaps, IT thought I 
y 


had heard all I wanted of atomic energy, I real wanted to go 


to a show that evening. I am glad I did not. 


The meeting was prefaced by newsreel 
shots of Almogordo, Hiroshima and Bikini. Then Dean Houle, 
of the University of Chicago, introduced the speakers, two 
outstanding scientists, who had worked on the atomic bomb, 
had seen the explosions and had treated the victims. 


My first surprise was the Dean's 
introductory remarks, in which he turned, almost in desperation 
it scemed, to libraries and librarians, to educate the public 
concerning the atom bomb at once} It was very obvious that he 
considered librarians havé 4 very serious responsibility to 
society which they are not now adequately fulfilling. 


The scientists indicated clearly the 
futility of preparedness. But it was not the arguments-- 
after all, informed librarians are familiar with the arguments-- 
it was the passionate conviction with which these men spoke 
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which impressed me. These men know as much as is known about the 
effect of the bomb on human beings, and the possibilities of 
atomic warfare. They were completely convinced that we must 
renounce war as an instrument of policy. That such apparently 
hard boiled and unemotional men--if I described them as they 
appeared to me I should be up for libel--could speak with such 
passion and conviction, represented a conversion as startling 
as Paul's long ago on the road to Damascus. Like Mr. Blakeley, 
they are convinced that we cherish irreconcilable views 

without looking at them closely to see that they are 
irreconcilable. 


Mr. Blakeley, Dean Houle, Dr. Nickson and Dr. 
Harrison F. Brown, were trying desperately to impress on us the 
absolute necessity for librarians to awaken their own borrowers-- 
not some vague "general public",--to the horrors of atomic 
warfare. <A positive approach is essential and we all know 
UNESCO is the ideal organization. Are we doing out part in 
making our readers conscious of the vital necessity for 


generous financial eppes® for UNESCO? Are our legislators 
aware of our views on the subject? 


Mr. Milam reported that the following recommen- 
dations sponsored by the American Library Association were adopted 


at the Paris meeting of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization. 


1. Promotion of public libraries for adults and children 
throughout the world. 


2. Study of, and action on, the free flow of publications 
across boundaries. 


Stimulation of the production of indexes, abstracts 
and similar valuable tools. 


The development of a good library for UNESCO. 

It is significant that the best informed 
scientists are the most fearful. The implications of these 
meetings for librarians are painfully clear. Are we each doing 
Our part? 


Anne M. Smith 





Librarian of Congress in Seattle 





Dr. Luther Evans was the speaker at an informal 
dinner in Seattle last October 3lst, 1946 at the Edmond Meany 
Hotel. Dr.- Evans, Librarian of Congress, spoke first of his 
experiences which led up to his appointment as successor to 
Archibald MacLeish. He made no secret of the fact that he had 
had no regular library training, but, as he said, he had 
considerable experience of the working of the Library of Congress 
through long use, in his research studies. Dr. Evans held the 
position of director of the WPA, when he was summoned to take 
the position as assistant to Mr. MacLeish. During the next 
few months his time was fully occupied in helping to plan the 
extensive reorganization of the library. 


Dr. Evans went fully into the reasons for the 
need of reorganization and of building up certain portions of 
the library which seemed to have been neglected in past years. 
With the assistance of his staff, a policy was_ formulated which 
embraced &@ more general plan than had previously been followed. 
Certain sections had been built up and were now leaders in their 
field, but others had hardly received any attention. This 
policy, Dr. Evans felt, was wrong; and so now each section of 
the library will receive as much attention as the other, in so far 
as possible, eliminating the policy of a few highly-specialized 
fields in favour of a world wide library coverage. 


The posiey of the distribution of printed 
e€ 


cards was discussed fully. T stock of printed cards which 

the Library of Congress, of necessity, has had to store in order 
to fill the requirements of United States and Canadian libraries 
had reached astronomical proportions, and it would be no longer 
ossible to continue with the present system. In view of this 
act, a decision had been made regarding the printed supplement 
to the Edwards publication of the Library of Congress catalogue-- 
(which need not be detailed here, as circulars explaining the 
policy have recently been received by most libraries. ) 


Dr. Evans also made an announcement of special 
interest to the British portion of his audience, to the effect 
that he was raising a fund to purchase the original manuscript 
of "Alice in Wonderland." This manuscript has been in America 
for several years, and it is now intended to present it to the 
British people as a token of good will from the people of the 
United States. 


Dr. Evans illustrated his talk with many 
amusing anecdotes which added to the enjoyment and informality 
of the occasion. The meeting was held under the auspices of 
the Seattle librarians staff association. Four librarians 
from two libraries in Victoria were present. 


Willard E. Ireland. 
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PERSONAL Allbutt: Miss Enid Allbutt, who has had fifteen 

NOTES years experience in the Boys' and Girls' Depart- 
ment of the Toronto Public Library, has joined 
the staff of the Okanagan Union Library. 


Boyle: Miss Marion Boyle has joined the staff of the Victoria 
Pablic Library as assistant in charge of the Film Service. 


Bryce: Mrs. Frances Bryce, formerly a member of the staff of the 
University of Saskatchewan Library, has joined the clerical staff 


of the U.B.C. Library. 


Cundill: Mrs. Pauline Cundill has joined the staff of the U.B.C. 
Library as a clerical assistant. 


Duff: Miss Margaret Duff joined the clerical staff of the U.B.C. 
Library at the beginning of the year. 


Gibson: Miss Nora Gibson, of the U.B.C. Library, who has been in 
charge of the Extension Department's library for the last four 
ears has been granted leave-of-absence for six months. She 


f or New York on January 13, .where she will end six months 
elvise dramatics Bd other subjects at the Gradhate School oF 


Columbia University. 


Henderson! Miss Betty Henderson of the U.B.C. Library, has been 
on leave for nearly three months, battling with an attack of 
rheumatic fever, from which she is oe a complete recovery. 
She expects to return to the Library full-time about February l. 





Jacobs: Miss Ruth Jacobs joined the staff of the Science & 
Industry Division of the Vancouver Public Library also on 
December lst. She has been first assistant to Miss Gill, 
National Research Council Library, for some years. 


Johnston: Late in December Mrs. Noreen Jeffs became the bride of 
Wr. Alex Johnston, an R.C.A.F. veteran who will complete his 
course at the University in the spring. For the time being at 
least, Mrs. Johnston will continue working in the U.B.C. Library. 


Lort: Mr. J.C. Lort, for six years a member of the Staff of the 
Provincial Library, resigned on December 3lst to accept the 
position of Head Librarian of the Ketchikan Public Library. 
Prior to his departure Mr. Lort was made the recipient of a 
fountain pen as a token of esteem by his Library colleagues. 
While the congratulations and good wishes of all are tendered 

to Mr. Lort, his transfer constitutes a distinct loss not only 
to the Provincial Library but to the B.C.L.A. of which he 

has been Secretary for the past year. 


Sing: Miss Marjorie B. Sing has joined the staff of the Vancouver 
Pibtic Library as Assistant to Mr. Robinson. For the last ten 
years Miss Sing has been working in eastern libraries in the 
United States, chiefly in Baltimore. She was formerly on the 
meh of the Vancouver Public Library as head of Fine Arts & 

usic,. 





Smith: Miss Anne Smith, Head of the Reference Department of the 
U.5.c. Library, attended the mid-winter A.L.A. meetings in Chicago. 
In addition to being 4 member of the Council, on this occasion 

Miss es both the Canadian Library Association and 
the BeCeLeAe 


Stewart: Miss Edith Stewart will be in charge of the U.B.C. 
Extension Department Library while Miss Nora Gibson is in New 
York. 


Tyrwhitt-Drake: Mrs. Nancy Tyrwhitt-Drake has joined the clerical 
iT or the U.B.C. Library. 


Watson: Keith Watson, a U.B.C. student who is working for a year 
Derore resuming his studies, joined the library staff as a Page 
at the first of the year. 


Witt: On December lst Miss Harie Witt joined the staff of the 
Public Library Commission at Prince George as temporary clerical 
assistant. 


Woodward: Mrs. HE. D. Woodward, the former Emily Anne Phelps, 
Acting Head of the Circulation Department of Oregon State College, 
Corvallis, has joined the Cataloguing Department of the library 

of the UBC. 
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THE CANADIAN FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN 





PROFESSIONAL SCHOLARSHIP 
$700 
This schslarship is open to any woman holding a 
degree from a Canadian University who is not more than 
35 years of age at the time of award and whose domicile 


is in Canada or Newfoundland. The proposed place and 


plan of study must be approved by the Scholarship 


Committee. The award will be based on evidence of 
character, intellectual achievement and promise. 
Preference will be given to candidates who have 
completed one or more years of professional work and 
who desire to spend a year at an accredited Library 
School, College of Education or similar professional 
school. 


IX.--All communications with regard to the 
scholarship are to be addressed to the 
Convenor of the Scholarship Committee-- 


MRS. FRANK M. ROSS, 
4899 Belmont Avenue, 
VANCOUVER, B. C. 
Note: As February lst was given as the deadline for 
ali “ocuments, papers, testimonials, etc., to be in 


the hands of the Committee, the President of B.C.LeAe 
has written asking for an extension of time, Ed. 





